
Socra&c Seminar #2 | Uncle Tom’s Cabin  

Direc&ons: 

     Pre-seminar – (prepare and bring to class) 10 points 

1. Read and annotate the assigned chapters of the text. 
2. Bring all UTC response ques&ons (6 sets of 2 ques&ons each).  Revise ques&ons/answers as 

necessary (and add typed ques&on, where needed) to prepare for discussion. 
3. Come up with an addi&onal thought-provoking ques&on and answer the ques&on. Your answer 

should be at least 1/2 page typed, in MLA formaAng, and should include properly formaBed 
textual support. (note: think big ideas – theme, characteriza&on, slave narra&ve, etc. for this 
ques&on!) 

     During-seminar – (engage as both a par&cipant and a coach) 40 points 

The Par&cipants: (30 points) 
• Must support their opinions with evidence from the text 
• May speak at any &me during the seminar with respect for the other par&cipants 
• May refer to other works the class has read if applicable to the text 
• Must present 2-3 relevant ques&ons of other par&cipants at some point during the seminar 

The Coaches: (10 points) 
• Must evaluate the par&cipant's performance during the seminar 
• Must provide oral and wriWen feedback to the par&cipant aXer the seminar 
• May not speak to their par&cipants during the seminar  
• May not speak to other par&cipants or coaches during the seminar 

In Class Guidelines: 

✓ Come prepared with your annotated text and your prep work 
✓ Be an ac&ve listener and speaker. Contribute to the discussion. 

o No side discussions 
o No talking over each other 
o Monitor your own “air &me” (aka don’t dominate the discussion) 
o One Voice - only one person can speak at one &me 

✓ Be respec_ul (even if you do not agree)  
✓ Use evidence or examples from your reading 

o You must back up statements with textual evidence (with specific page numbers)  
o Explain your answers - a simple yes or no is not acceptable you must explain  

✓ Address each other by name and use “I” phrases 
o I agree with _________ because________  
o I disagree with _______ because _______ 

✓ No raising hands  
✓ Anyone may ask ques&ons of the group at any &me. Talk to the group, not to the teacher  



 
Levels of Par&cipa&on: 

Level A  

• Par&cipant offers enough solid analysis, without promp&ng, to move the conversa&on forward 

• Par&cipant, through his/her comments, demonstrates a deep knowledge of the text and the ques&on 

• Par&cipant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes and a marked/annotated text 

• Par&cipant, through his/her comments, shows that he/she is ac&vely listening to other par&cipants 

• Par&cipant offers clarifica&on and/or follow-up that extends the conversa&on 

• Par&cipant’s remarks oXen refer back to specific parts of the text.  

Level B  

• Par&cipant offers solid analysis without promp&ng  

• Through comments, par&cipant demonstrates a good knowledge of the text and the ques&on 

• Par&cipant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes and a marked/ annotated text 

• Par&cipant shows that he/she is ac&vely listening to others and offers clarifica&on and/or follow up 

Level C  

• Par&cipant offers some analysis, but needs promp&ng from the seminar leader  

• Through comments, par&cipant demonstrates a general knowledge of the text and ques&on 

• Par&cipant is less prepared, with few notes and no marked/annotated text  

• Par&cipant is ac&vely listening to others, but does not offer clarifica&on and/or follow-up to others’ 
comments  

• Par&cipant relies more upon his or her opinion, and less on the text to drive her comments  

Level D/F 

• Par&cipant offers liWle commentary  

• Par&cipant comes to the seminar ill-prepared with liWle understanding of the text and ques&on  

• Par&cipant does not listen to others, offers no commentary to further the discussion 
Par&cipant distracts the group by interrup&ng other speakers or by offering off topic ques&ons and 
comments  


